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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-10 
HISTORIC NAME: Edward B. Woodward House COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: 108 Arneytown-Hornerstown Road BLOCK/LOT: 50/5 
COUNTY: Monmouth 
eee DpperBrechole Township OWNER/ Anthony Ritter and Patricia Gale 
Quen: New Egypt ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: 1840's Source of Date: Ref. 1, 2 
Style: Greek Revival/Italianate Architect: 
Number of Stories: 2 1/2; 2 story wing; | story lean-to Builder: 
Foundation: Brick with stucco veneer 


Form/Plan Type: Rectangle with rear wing 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Clapboard 


Fenestration: 5 bay by 2 bay main block; wing is 2 bays 
deep; lean-to is | bay deep 


Roof/Chimneys: Gable; shed roof lean-to; 2 small interior end chimneys 


Additional Architectural Description: 


Traditional 5 bay farmhouse, built on a rectangular center-hall plan, with contemporaneous kitchen wing and lean-to on the 
rear. Both Greek Revival and Italianate elements are used in the millwork trim and detailing. Other details include bracketed 
box cornice; pilastered dormers with segmental-arch heads; corner pilasters; full columned porch; and 6/6 sash windows with 
pronounced cornices and carved dentils. The Italianate entry has a vertical 2-panel door which is richly enframed with a broad 
6-light transom, wide architrave with multiple fasciae, narrow sidelights, and paneled pilasters. The rear kitchen wing has a 
false front cornice, and a simple doorway under a small overstoried porch; "1856" is scratched on one of the windows. 
Replacement chimneys are the only notable exterior change. House is very well conserved. 

2008 Update: The clapboard was removed and replaced in 2003, so that the house could be insulated. At this time the front 
porch was also replaced and shutters were added (see photograph on continuation sheet). 





PHOTO Negative File No. 15-15, 16, 17, 18 MAP (Indicate North) 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


Faces south on a 11.36 acre parcel (subdivided). Small wooden shed at rear of house; no other surviving farm 
outbuildings. 











































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space |x Woodland Residential |* Agricultural [* Village 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 
This is an excellent example of a traditional 5 bay farmhouse with Greek Revival and Italianate features. While 


its overall form and design are typical of farmhouses in the area, its millwork trim (especially the doorway) and 
state of conservation make it exceptional. 


This site is part of the 2500 acre tract patented in 1698 to Anthony Woodward (see #1351-64), a Quaker from 
England whose descendants subsequently inhabited the original family "plantation" which was "bounded by the 
Keith line [now the county line] on the west, and on all other sides by Crosswicks Creek," (Ellis, p. 617.). Edward 
B. Woodward, the fifth generation descended from Anthony Woodward, was the original owner and builder of 
this house. He was born in 1816, the eldest son of Robert Woodward (see #1351-37). He first appears as a head of 
the household on the 1850 federal census, enumerated as a farmer, and is shown as the owner of this house on the 
1851 and 1873 maps. Edward and his wife Mary H. Shreve had two children, Joseph H. and Susan. Joseph H. 
Woodward inherited the farm after his father's death sometime in the late 1870's or early 1880's, and is shown as 
the owner of this site on the 1889 atlas. 


For other surveyed Woodward properties (all on the original tract), see #1351-19, 27, 37, 38, 64, and 65. 




















































































































ORIGINAL USE: Farmhouse PRESENT USE: Residence 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: | Excellent Good Fair Poor 

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes |* Possible No Part of District 

THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 

No Threat x Other 
COMMENTS: This site would be eligible as part of a rural historic district in the Walnford vicinity (boundaries to be 
determined). 
REFERENCES: 


1. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 

2. U.S. Census of Population, 1840, 1850. 

3. William S. Hornor, This Old Monmouth of Ours (Freehold, 1932), p. 358-360. 

4. Genealogical research on the Woodward family from N.J. Wills, Stillwell, and other sources. 
5. Beers Atlas, 1873. 

6. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 

7. Anthony Ritter to Meghan Bezio, June 2008. 





RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton; Meghan Bezio DATE: April 1982; updated 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory June 2008 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-10 
Edward B. Woodward House 















































View north, main facade. 
1982 photograph. 





Detail, main facade. 
1982 photograph. 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-10 
Edward B. Woodward House 





View slightly northwest. 
2008 photograph. 





Detail, main facade. 
2008 photograph. 
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-19 
HISTORIC NAME: Woodward-Ridgway Farm COMMON NAME: Heritage Hill Farm 
LOCATION: 86 Ellisdale Walnford Road BLOCK/LOT: 50/1 
COUNTY: Monmouth 
a Fae Howpship OWNER/ Dey Limited Partnership LP 
ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: East Wing (A): 18th C. Source of Date: —__ Ref. 1 - 4; Stylistic 
Main Block (B): c.1785 
Style: Delaware Valley Georgian Architect: 


Number of Stories: 2-1/2 story main block; 2 story wing —_ Builder: 
Foundation: Uncoursed fieldstone Form/Plan Type: Side-hall Georgain plan main block 


with lateral wing and lean-to 
Exterior Wall Fabric: Red brick and clapboard 


Fenestration: 3 bay by 2 bay main block; 2 over 3 bay wing; 
1 bay lean-to 





Roof/Chimneys: Gable; shed roofs on wing and lean-to; 2 interior end chimneys 


Additional Architectural Description: 


The original section of this house (A on plan above) is a 3 bay wood-frame cottage dating from the eighteenth century and later 
expanded; the roof was raised and the original gable roof was replaced with a shed roof. On the south facade, 9/6 windows 
flank a narrow door with a small pent roof. The rest of the windows on this section (6/6 sash and a 12-light window) are either 
replacements or additions. The main block of the house (B), built about 1815, has a3 bay by 2 bay square side-hall Georgian 
plan. There is a pent roof on the south wall and a full Tuscan-columned porch on the north side. The roof has close eaves and 
slate tiles. The brick is laid in Flemish bond on the south wall, and English bond on the others (the east gable end is stuccoed). 
A 3-row beltcourse and "S" wall anchors highlight the west wall. Windows are 12/12 and 12/8 sash with 3-panel shutters. The 
north entry has a recessed 6-panel door, attenuated entablature, 3-panel shutters, and a marble sill. The south entry has a 3-light 
transom, sidelights with 3/3 sash, and a Dutch-type door. Lean-to (C) appears to be pre-1850. Porch (D) is twentieth century. 
Well conserved. 





PHOTO Negative FileNo. 14-43, 44, 1, 2,3, 4 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


House is sited close to the road, with a north-south orientation, on a 172.63 acre parcel (145 acres of which are 
zoned as a qualified farm). A 4 bay brick shed, privy, ice house, and various modern outbuildings (including 
stables) are located behind the house. The principal use of the farm is raising and boarding horses. 











































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: | Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings |* 
Open Space |x Woodland |* Residential Agricultural [* Village 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 


This well-conserved Federal Style farmhouse and its 172 acre agricultural setting are a significant component of the historic rural 
landscape in the Walnford area. There are a number of substantial brick early nineteenth century farmhouses in the area along Crosswicks 
Creek, but this is the only one with distinctive Delaware Valley features; its pent roof, Flemish bond brickwork, doorways, and well- 
crafted detailing are notable. (See also #'s 1351-20, 1351-26, 1351-35, 1351-37, 1351-46, and 1351-64; see also #1351-8 in Doctor's Creek 
area.) 


In 1785 the property was deeded to John Ridgeway from Georhe Woodward. It was John Ridgeway (1755-1845), member of a prominent 
Quaker family from Burlington County and Philadelphia, who built the fine brick house, probably soon after he acquired the property. 
According to a genealogy on the Ridgeway family, John Ridgeway was known as "Gentleman John" to distinguish him from his cousin 
John (1738-1809), the Surveyor General of West Jersey Proprietors. Prior to purchasing this property, he resided on a farm in Lower Egg 
Harbor Township, Burlington County, given to him by his father, which "was the scene of the surprise attack of General Count Pulaski's 
picket guard by the British, during the Revolutionary War...the British ransacked his house, carried off all portable provisions, and 
destroyed his growing crops." (Gertrude Brick and Thurman Ridgeway, Ridgeway U.S.A., 1980, p. 42-43). In 1776, John Ridgeway 
married Elizabeth Wright (b. 1756). They had eight children: David (1777-1778); Sarah (1779-1872; married Nicholas WaIn); Caleb Ivins 
(1781-1849); John (1784-1842); Jacob (1787-1843); David Wright (1791-1841); Andrew Craig (1793-1844); and Thomas S. (1797-1887). 
John Ridgeway was 75 years of age at the time of the 1830 federal census; he was enumerated as the head of a household of 14 persons. 
He died in 1845, and the house remained in the Ridgeway family until 1852, when it was sold to Miller Howard. The property was owned 
by the Howard family (also of Burlington County and Philadelphia) until 1917. There were several intermediate owners prior to the Dey's 
purchase in 1966. 

For other surveyed Woodward sites in Upper Freehold, see #'s 1351-10, 1351-27, 1351-37, 1351-64, and 1351-65. 































































































ORIGINAL USE: Farm PRESENT USE: Farm 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent [* Good Fair Poor 

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes |X Possible No Part of District 

THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat |* Other 




















COMMENTS: In addition to the site's individual eligibility, it would also be eligible as part of a rural historic district in the 
Walnford vicinity (boundaries to be determined). 





REFERENCES: 


"Woodward House," New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory. 

Monmouth County Deeds, Book I, page 200 (1785; George Woodward to John Ridgway). 

Ocean County Deeds, Book 3, page 308 (March 7, 1852). 

Geneaological research on Woodward family from N.J. Wills, Stillwell, Hornor, and other sources. 
Rax Ratables, Upper Freehold Township, 1731-1808. Monmouth County Historical Association. 
U.S. Census of Population, 1830, 1840, 1850. 


Ellis, History of Monmouth County, (1885): page 617. 
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RECORDED BY: — Gail L. Hunton DATE: 1982; updated 2001 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-19 
Woodward-Ridgeway House 






































North facade, view southwest. 
1982 photograph. 














Detail of south facade. 
1982 photograph. 
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-27 
HISTORIC NAME: Anthony Woodward House COMMON NAME: Heritage Hill Farm 3 
LOCATION: 20 Hill Road BLOCK/LOT: 50/3 
COUNTY: Monmouth 

epee Uppet Eivehole Lownsap OWNER’ Dey Limited Partnership LP 

QUAD: New Egypt ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: c. 1830-1840 Source of Date: Ref. 1, 2 
Style: Federal elements Architect: 
Number of Stories: 2 Builder: 
Foundation: Stucco over brick 


Form/Plan Type: Rectangle with south wing 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Clapboard on main facade; aluminum siding 
on sides and rear 


Fenestration: 5 bay by 2 bay main block; 1 bay wing 
Roof/Chimneys: Gable; shed roof with false front on wing 


Additional Architectural Description: 


Traditional 5 bay farmhouse, 2 bays deep, with full Georgian plan. The | bay south wing with shed roof and false front cornice 
is a later nineteenth century addition. The main block has close eaves and small dentils on cornice; 6/6 sash windows with 
narrow flush surrounds and small drip moldings; and a Federal door enframement with elliptical fanlight and 3-panel half- 
length sidelights with aprons (the horizontal-panel door and storm door are twentieth century). The full porch with slender 
square Italianate posts is a later addition, or partial replacement of the original porch. Rear door has small transom light. Sides 
and rear of main block are aluminum sided. 


2008 Update: Aluminum siding is now on the front facade of the house, as well as the sides and rear. The south column on the 
porch is missing. 





PHOTO Negative File No. 13-12, 13, 14 MAP (Indicate North) 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


The house faces east and is set back from the road about 500 feet. There are no surviving early outbuildings; 
behind the house are twentieth century concrete block farm buildings and a dilapidated chicken coop. The 
property includes approximately 167 acres, bound on the south by a small tributary of Crosswicks Creek. It is 
zoned as a qualified farm, and now operated as a commercial tree and shrub nursery and a peach orchard. 











































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space |x Woodland |* Residential [* Agricultural Village 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 


The full Georgian plan, simple design features, and the shed roof wing on the Woodward House are all highly 
characteristic of substantial early nineteenth century farmhouses in Upper Freehold. Although the house is in 
disrepair and lacks its early outbuildings, the site nonetheless contributes to the historic rural landscape of Upper 
Freehold because of its age, 167 acre rural setting, and continued agricultural use. 


Research to date indicates that the original or early owner of this house was Anthony Woodward, born about 
1808, the son of George Woodward and Jamima Shinn. There were numerous Anthony Woodwards in Upper 
Freehold during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; this one was among the fifth generation descended from 
the original Quaker settler named Anthony Woodward (see #1351-64). The 1850 federal census, recorded in 
geographical order of visitation, lists Anthony Woodward, age 42, farmer, as the head of household for this site. 
A. Woodward is shown as the owner on the 1851 Lightfoot map. Anthony and his wife Mary Thompson (b. 
1814) had one daughter (Antis) and three sons (John, Budd S., and Edward), also enumerated on the 1850 census. 
The farm passed out of the Woodward family before 1873. S. Worden is shown as the owner on the 1873 and 
1889 atlases. 


For other surveyed Woodward sites in Upper Freehold, see #s 1351-10, 1351-19, 1351-37, 1351-64, and 1351-65. 































































































ORIGINAL USE: Residence/farm PRESENT USE: Residence/farm 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: © Excellent Good Fair [x Poor 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes Possible No |X Part of District 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration |* 

No Threat Other 




















COMMENTS: Although the site is not individually eligible, it would be eligible as part of a rural historic district in the 
Walnford vicinity (boundaries to be determined). 





REFERENCES: 

1. Mrs. Gray (owner in 1982) to Gail Hunton and James McCabe. (Date of "1834" or "1836" carved in attic 
eaves.) 

2. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 

3. U.S. Census of Population, 1830, 1840, 1850. . 

4. William S. Hornor, This Old Monmouth of Ours, (Freehold, 1932): p. 358-360. 

5. Genealogical research on the Woodward family from N.J. Wills, Stillwell, and other sources. 

6. Beers Atlas, 1873. 

7. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 








RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton; Meghan Bezio DATE: April 1982; June 2008 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-27 
Anthony Woodward House 





Detail, main facade. 





House, view southwest. 
2008 photograph. 
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-37 
HISTORIC NAME: Robert Woodward House COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: 25 Hutehinson Road BLOCK/LOT: 52/4 

COUNTY: Monmouth 
MUNICIPALITY: Upper Freehold Township OWNER/ Kathy Fatigati 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: —_c. 1815-1830 Source of Date: Ref. 1, 2; Stylictic 
Style: Federal Architect: 
Number of Stories: 2 1/2; 2 story wing Builder: Attributed to Tilton Wildes, 

Arneytown 

Foundation: Coursed stone block 


Form/Plan Type: Rectangle with east wing 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Red-brown brick, Flemish bond 
Fenestration: 5 bay by 2 bay main block; | bay wing 
Roof/Chimneys: Gable; bridged twin end wall chimneys 


Additional Architectural Description: 


Substantial Federal farmhouse built on a 5 bay by 2 bay rectangular center-hall plan, with | bay, shed roof east wing (first story 
fenestration altered). Stylistic features include the close eaves; bridged twin end wall chimneys; small half-round gable lights; 
segmental-head dormers with slender pilasters; 6/6 sash windows with narrow flush surrounds and 4-panel shutters; and a 
semicircular fanlight over a simple paneled door. The Doric portico may be a later replacement; the benches are Colonial 
Revival. The interior retains notable Federal woodwork, mahogany and cherry staircase, gray and white marble mantelpiece, 
and "Hanover Furnace" cast iron fire backs. The house is well conserved. 


2008 Update: There are some replacement windows on the east side, the east gable has been stuccoed over, and shutters have 
been added to the upper story. 





PHOTO Negative File No. 14-37, 38, 39 MAP (Indicate North) 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


Faces south on a 69.6 acre parcel, zoned as a qualified farm. There is a small wood-frame nineteenth century 
barn/wagon shed northeast of the house, and a nineteenth century brick smokehouse northwest of the house 
(visible in photo on continuation sheet). 






































































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space |x Woodland |* Residential |* Agricultural [* Village 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 














SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 


The Robert Woodward House is an important example of a high-style Federal farmhouse in Monmouth County, 
where Federal architecture arrived late, was never widespread, and reached its fullest expression in Upper 
Freehold Township. A number of Federal Style farmhouses are located in the area along Crosswicks Creek, 
which was culturally influenced by Philadelphia. Brick construction, often in Flemish bond (as appears on this 
house), is also localized in this area. The Woodward House utilizes the 5 bay Georgian form, with characteristic 
Federal exterior features such as the bridged twin end wall chimneys and semicircular fanlight. For other 
significant examples of the Federal Style in Upper Freehold, see the Abraham Tilton Jr. House (#1351-20), the 
Anthony Woodward House (#1351-64), the James Lawrence House (#1351-35), the Samuel Wright House 
(#1351-50), and the Joshua Cox House (#1351-13). The 69 acre rural setting of this site makes it additionally 
significant to the historic landscape of the Arneytown-Walnford vicinity. 


This house was built on part of a 2500 acre tract patented in 1698 to Anthony Woodward (see #1351-64), a 
Quaker from England whose descendants inhabited the original homestead, "bounded by the Keith line [now the 
county line] on the west and on all other sides by Crosswicks Creek," (Ellis, p. 617). Robert Woodward, the 
fourth generation descended from Anthony Woodward, was the original owner and builder of this house. Born in 
1775, he was the son of Israel Woodward and Mary Evilman. 

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET) 




















































































































ORIGINAL USE: Farmhouse PRESENT USE: Residence 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: | Excellent [* Good Fair Poor 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [* Possible No Part of District 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat * Other 
COMMENTS: 
REFERENCES: 


1. "Robert Woodward House," New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory. 

2. Mrs. Madeline Hutchinson (owner) to Gail Hunton and James McCabe. 

. U.S. Census of Population, 1830, 1840, 1850. 

. Ellis, History of Monmouth County, (1885): p. 617. 

. William S. Hornor, This Old Monmouth of Ours (Freehold, 1932), p. 358-360. 

. Tax Ratables, Upper Freehold Twp., 1778-1808. Monmouth County Historical Association. 
. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 

. Beers Atlas 1873. 

. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 
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RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton; Meghan Bezio (2008) DATE: April 1982; 1984; June 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory 2008 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-38 
HISTORIC NAME: _ Israel Woodward Farm COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: (7 Hutchinson Read BLOCKI/LOT: 53/16.04 
COUNTY: Monmouth 

MUNICIPALITY: Freehol i . 

oe pober bivehord Towaey OWNER/ John and Debra Aniano 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: —_c. 1770; 19th C. addition Source of Date: — Stylistic; Ref. 1. 
Style: Georgian (original section) Architect: 
Number of Stories: 2-1/2 Builder: 
Foundation: Stone 


Form/Plan Type: 3 bay side-hall plan with 2 bay 


addition 
Exterior Wall Fabric: Aluminum siding (originally clapboard) 


Fenestration: 5 bays with central doorway 
Roof/Chimneys: Gable; exterior end chimney (later addition) 


Additional Architectural Description: 


Original house is the eastern three bay section, which has a side-hall Georgian plan. The original corner fireplaces 
on the east end wall have been removed, but the arched hearths in the basement are still intact. Owner reports that 
basement under the newer portion of the house is very similar to that of the original section, indicating that part of 
the house may have been rebuilt on earlier foundations. Windows include early 9/6 sash plus later 6/6 and 2/2 sash. 
Central transomed doorway on south (main) facade. Central stairwell window and door with gabled hood on rear 
facade (in photo). 


2008 Update: The 9/6 sash windows have been replaced by 9/1 sash windows. 





PHOTO Negative File No. 15-9; 18-6, 7, 8 MAP (Indicate North) 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


House faces south on a small lot and is sited close to the elbow bend in the road. An early nineteenth century heavy timber- 
framed English barn is located southeast of the house, on a separate lot now owned by the Monmouth County Park System 
as part of Crosswicks Creek Park. The five-bent barn measures 28 x 38 feet, and has a raised fieldstone foundation and 
vertical board siding. 2004 Update: In 2004 the Monmouth County Park System transferred the barn to the owner of the 
neighboring farm (#1351-37), which was originally built by Robert Woodward, son of Israel Woodward. The barn will be 
relocated and preserved under the terms of a historic preservation easement. Measured drawings of the barn, required by 
the easement, are attached. 















































































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: | Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space |x Woodland Residential [* Agricultural [* Village 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 





SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 

This house is among several Woodward family houses in Upper Freehold Township and is a good example of the 
Georgian side hall plan. (For other Woodward houses see also #1351-10, -19, -27, -37, -64, -65). The house was 
built on part of a 2500-acre tract patented in 1698 to Anthony Woodward (see #1351-64), a Quaker from England 
whose descendants inhabited the original homestead, "bounded by the Keith line [now the county line] on the 
west, and on all other sides by Crosswicks Creek." (Ref. 2). In 1700, Anthony Woodward sold a 1000-acre tract, 
including this property to Benjamin Borden. The property was sold back into the Woodward family in 1735, 
transferred between cousins in 1765, before being sold to Israel Woodward in 1770 as a 150-acre tract 
(Monmouth County Deed I 136). Israel Woodward married Mary Evelman in 1767, and he is the probable builder 
of the original 3-bay Georgian portion of this house. 


Israel Woodward (1724-1821) amassed 400 to 600 acres of land in Upper Freehold by the time of his death in 
1821. He divided his real estate between two of his sons, Samuel and Robert. Samuel sold his inherited portion to 
Robert in 1825, described in the deed as "the homestead farm of Israel Woodward, deceased, now belonging to 
Robert Woodward". Robert Woodward (1776-1861) may have taken over the farm long before his father's death, 
since Israel appears to have lived in New Egypt when he wrote his will. Robert Woodward built another house on 
a neighboring parcel during this period, where he and his wife Mary Brown (1797-1783) lived (see #135 1-38). 
(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET). 




















































































































ORIGINAL USE: Farmhouse PRESENT USE: Residence 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: © Excellent Good |* Fair Poor 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [* Possible No Part of District 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat * Other 
COMMENTS: 
REFERENCES: 


1. Deed research provided primarily by the owner, Debbie Aniano, 2001. 
2. Ellis, History of Monmouth County, (1885): p. 617. 

3. Primary sources as cited in text. 

4. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 

5. Beers Atlas, 1873. 

6. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 





RECORDED BY: — Gail L. Hunton, Robin French DATE: 1981; updated 2003, 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory 2004 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-38 
Israel Woodward House 


SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION (cont.): 


Their son Joseph (1818-1857) appeared as the occupant of this house on the 1851 Lightfoot 
map where he apparently resided until his death in 1857. After Robert Sr.'s death in 1861, two 
surviving sons, Robert Jr. and Edward, jointly inherited this property. 


Edward Woodward became sole owner of the house in 1869, although he occupied another 
house according to the 1873 Beers atlas (Monmouth County Deed 215 155); see #1351-10). He 
lost this house and property in 1882 to the Sinking Fund of the State of New Jersey and despite 
several attempts to sell the farm, the property belonged to this commission until 1903 when it 
was sold to the Trustees for the Support of Public Schools, who retained the property until 1908 
(Monmouth County Deeds 353 489; 710 365). During this period the farm was probably tenant- 
occupied. The buyer in 1908 was Robert M. Robson, who had previously rented the Robert 
Woodward House (Monmouth County Deed 888 92; see #1351-37). The Robson family lived at 
this house throughout the twentieth century and sold off most of the property in the 1970s and 
80s. The house remained in the family until 1994. The current owners bought the property from 
the estate of Leah Robson in late 1994 (Monmouth County Deed D5376 0277). 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-38 
Isreal Woodward Farm 





Barn, main (west) elevation., view northeast. 
2003 photograph. 





Barn interior, view northeast. 
2003 photograph. 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-38 
Israel Woodward Farm 





English Barn, view east. 1984 photograph. 





House, view northwest. 
2008 photograph. 


NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
BUILDING COMPLEX SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-50 





HISTORIC NAME: Robert Lawrence/ Samuel G. Wright House COMMON NAME: Merino Hill 


























LOCATION: 678 New Canton-Stone Tavern Road BLOCK/LOT: 14/4 

(County Route 524) COUNTY: Monmouth 
MUNICIPALITY: Upper Freehold OWNER/ Mr. William Meirs 
USGS QUAD: Allentown ADDRESS: 
NEGATIVE FILE NO: = 13-14 through 39 

A: House B: Storehouse C: Wagon Shed 
DATE: See below 1832 2nd half 19th century 
SOURCE: Ref. 1, 4, 10 Datestone Stylistic 
STYLE: Federal N/A N/A 
FOUNDATION: Brick, fieldstone Coursed fieldstone Fieldstone 
EXTERIOR Brick, Flemish bond; Coursed brown sandstone ashlar} Weatherboard, horizontal slats 
WALL FABRIC: weatherboard on corn crib 
STORIES: 3 1 11/2 
ROOF/ Truncated hip, gable with slate Gable Gable 
CHIMNEYS: roofing; see below for chimneys 














ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

A. This house has two major sections: a 2 story, 2 over 3 bay frame wing with a gable roof and an internal end wall chimney built c. 
1735 and expanded c. 1770; and a large brick 3 story, 5 bay Federal style main block with a truncated hip roof and two sets of twin 
end wall chimneys, built in 1810. The wing was built in two sections. The front section contains the original kitchen, with a massive 
east wall fireplace and chimney with large exposed hearthback that is similar to the seventeenth century "Stone-enders" found in 
Rhode Island. It was expanded to the rear c. 1770 and the roof was raised to a full two stories. The north wall and portions of the east 
wing have been enclosed by a one-story lean-to. As it now stands, the wing has a steeply pitched roof with overhanging cornice and 
bracketed eaves; the brackets are nineteenth century additions. The windows have 9/6 sash with paneled shutters on the first floor and 
louvered shutters on the second floor. The windows probably date from the 1770 expansion. The door is in a simple frame, situated 
asymmetrically between the windows. The main block of the house is, for the most part, in original condition. The steeply pitched 
roof formerly had a balustrade on the deck, creating a "Captain's Walk" (the balustrade is recreated on paper in the HABS drawings). 
The eaves of the roof are corbeled out and had brackets added in the nineteenth century. Windows have 6/6 sash on the first and 
second floor and 3/3 sash on the third floor. The central bays have arched window openings an 8-light semicircular window on the 
third floor, and 6/6 sash window with sidelight: and an elliptical fanlight with cast iron tracery on the second floor. The floors are 
separated on the exterior of the building by 3-row belt courses. The ceiling heights decrease from the first to the third floor. The 
paneled double doorway is flanked by fluted, attenuated pilasters and sidelights with cast iron tracery. It is surmounted by an 
entablature with Federal sunburst motif carved in the frieze and by an elliptical fanlight with cast iron tracery. A small cast iron eagle 
is in the center of the fanlight. The original brass door knocker of S.G. Wright is still on the door. The doorway is under a hip roof 
portico that is supported by turned posts and has zigzag trim in the eaves. It is a later nineteenth century addition. The extensive 
HABS drawings provide views of the interior of the house. 


2008 Update: 


A. The Merino Hill House and Farm were listed on the National Register of Historic Places in February 1988. 
(See continuation sheet) 


SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


Siting: The house faces south on a 280 acre lot, set well back from the road. A low stone retaining wall defines the house yard which exhibits a variety 
of marble statuary. The storehouse B and horse barn D face west. 

Topography: The farmstead is situated on a rise with flat and gently rolling terrain to the south. The hill continues to rise behind the farmstead. 
Vegetation: A mature coniferous and deciduous windbreak surrounds the farmstead, which is in turn surrounded by planted fields containing corn, 
soybeans, and alfalfa. 

Water: A well is on the south side of the house; a branch of New Sharon Brook (Cattail Brook) is north of the farmstead. 



















































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban | | Suburban Scattered Buildings |x 
Open Space Woodland |x| Residential | Agricultural |x Village |x 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 


This is an important site in Upper Freehold and New Jersey history for several reasons. It incorporates one of the earliest 
structures now standing in Upper Freehold. The main block is an outstanding example of high style Federal architecture. 
The main block was built for Samuel Gardiner Wright (1781-1845) a prominent figure in New Jersey history as a 
Representative to the U.S. Congress, a Philadelphia merchant, an iron furnace owner, and an important agriculturalist. 


The wing dates from the early settlement of Upper Freehold. It was probably built by Robert Lawrence, who acquired the 
land from his father William Lawrence of Middletown in 1722. The land was originally part of 2100 acre tract conveyed 
from the Proprietor of East Jersey to George Willocks to Richard Salter. Salter sold 580 acres to John Lawrence of 
Crosswicks who in turn sold it to his brother William mentioned above. The Lawrences were an early Upper Freehold 
family and large scale land owners. In 1731, approximately 2,645 acres of land in Upper Freehold were owned among six 
family members, mostly in the Imlaystown/Wrightsville vicinity. Robert's cousin John Lawrence was the assessor for 
Upper Freehold in 1731 and 1758, and surveyed the Lawrence Line in 1743, a division between East and West Jersey that 
was proposed by East Jersey. 


The property was sold by the sheriff in 1759 to John Clark and it soon passed to his son William. David and Sarah 
(See continuation sheet) 


























































































































ORIGINAL USE: Residence PRESENT USE: Residence 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: — Excellent Good |x Fair Poor 

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes X Possible No Part of District 

THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration No Threat |x Other 
COMMENTS: Merino Hill was listed on the NRHP in 1988. Merino Hill was protected under the Farmland Preservation Program around 1990. 
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Robert Lawrence/ Samuel G. Wright House and Farm/ Merino Hill 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION CONTINUED: 


B. The gable ends of the roof have weatherboard siding, a grain door, and hoist. The windows 
have paired 3/3 sash and large carved heads. The six-panel door is in a classical enframement 
that may have come from another building. It has a low-pitched denticulated pediment on 
Doric order columns with deteriorated bases. A small decorative lyre is in the center of the 
semicircular transom. 


C. The building was originally a single wagon bay flanked by corn cribs, to which an 
additional wagon bay has been added to the east side. It has a second floor storage area with a 
hoist for the grain door. The building utilizes both hewn and sawn lumber in its construction. 


D. A 2-story Horse Barn from the first half of the nineteenth century with a gable roof, 
fieldstone foundation, and vertical wood siding. It is a five bent, English plan barn, built into a 
bank. The horse stalls are in the basement. The framework of the mow is still intact. The barn 
floor was reconstructed in December 1981. 


E. A 2-story Cow Barn dating from 1905-1910 with a gable roof, fieldstone foundation, and 
sided with vertical boards and battens. The barn abuts the horse barn (D) at the south west 
corner; the two barns are joined by a one story open shed. The barn is on a low fieldstone 
foundation which probably predates the barn. Stanchions for the cows are in the basement. 


F, A 2-story Tenant House dating from the mid-nineteenth century with an intersecting gable 
roof and ridge chimney, brick foundation, and clapboard siding. The house has an I-house 
form with a rear wing. It has 3 bay asymmetrical fenestration with 6/6 sash windows and a 
center doorway. A full front porch is supported by squared posts. The house, particularly the 
rear wing, is near collapse. 


2008 Update: 


F. The tenant house was demolished. 
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Robert Lawrence/ Samuel G. Wright House and Farm/ Merino Hill 
SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION CONTINUED: 


Wright purchased the tract in 1770, which was by then 291 acres, less one acre for the Friends 
Meeting House. David Wright was from Wrightstown, now in Ocean County, and in 1789 
started a forge and furnace on a branch of Toms River near Lakehurst. It was first known as 
David Wright's Furnace and later as the Federal, Dover and Manchester Forge and Furnace. 
David Wright died in 1791, and the house passed to his son Robert Wright (1743-1819) and 
daughter-in-law Ann Harrison Wright. Their daughter Sarah (1786-1885) married her distant 
cousin Samuel Gardiner Wright (1781-1845), who was born in Wrightstown and had become 
a prominent Philadelphia merchant. He lived on Front St. in Philadelphia, and was owner of 
several forges in New Jersey and Delaware. He built the main Federal style block of the house 
in 1810 to be a country estate. He was well connected with the political and industrial leaders 
of the time, many of whom (including Henry Clay and Alfred DuPont), came to visit at 
Merino Hill. In addition to his mercantile pursuits, he was active in agriculture. One of his 
more notable accomplishments was the establishment of one of the earliest flocks of Merino 
sheep, a valuable breed that had been prohibited from export from their native Spain by the 
Spanish government, in an attempt to protect the monopoly. He was also a member of the 29th 
Congress, but died in the first year of his term. The property is still in the Wright family, 
having been owned successively by Harrison Gardiner Wright (d. 1885), Walter L. Wright (d. 
1908) and Harry H. Wright (owner in 1938). It is now owned by Richard Wright and his sister 
Elizabeth Wright Meirs. 


The wing of the house is an important example of eighteenth century building in Upper 
Freehold. The building may be structurally related to the "Stone-ender" house type, found in 
Rhode Island. The Lawrences were Middletown Baptists, a group that came to Monmouth 
County from Rhode Island by way of Long Island. If a connection between this building and 
the Rhode Island buildings, it would be an unusual example of the transferal of New England 
building types to a county that is largely dominated in the eighteenth century by Dutch and 
Delaware Valley building practices. The main block of the house is the best example of high 
style Federal architecture in Monmouth County and probably among the best examples in 
New Jersey. It is all the more remarkable given its largely original state of preservation. The 
importance of the house is enhanced by its setting and accompanying outbuildings. The manor 
house qualities of the house are increased by its setting on the rise above the surrounding area. 
The outbuildings include an important complement of nineteenth century structures including 
an ice house, a smokehouse, several barns, sheds, corn cribs, and a tenant house. Of particular 
importance is the stone storehouse which is a rare example of stone construction, (see also the 
Coward-Hendrickson House #1351-71 and the Jackson Blacksmith Shop #1351-69) and an 
unusual building type. 
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Robert Lawrence/ Samuel G. Wright House and Farm/ Merino Hill 





House A, view to northeast. 
1982 photograph. 





Farmstead, view to north. 
1982 photograph. 
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Storehouse B, view to southeast. 
1982 photograph. 
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Storehouse B, doorway detail. 
1982 photograph. 
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House A, view to north. 
1982 photograph. 








House A, doorway detail. 
1982 photograph. 
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House A, original section, view to northwest. 
1982 photograph. 


House A, original section, view to northeast. 
1982 photograph. 
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Robert Lawrence/ Samuel G. Wright House and Farm/ Merino Hill 





Horse Barn D and Cow Barn E, view to northwest. 
1982 photograph. 





Wagon Shed C, view to north. 
1982 photograph. 
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Robert Lawrence/ Samuel G. Wright House and Farm/ Merino Hill 
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Smokehouse, view to northwest. 
1982 photograph. 





Tenant House F, view to north. 
1982 photograph. 
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Robert Lawrence/ Samuel G. Wright House and Farm/ Merino Hill 





Interior view of original section c. 1735 
2008 photograph. 
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Storehouse B, view to southeast (restored). 
2008 photograph. 
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Drawing, 1940, Works Progress Ad- 
ministration, Historical American 


Buildings Survey, Library of Congress. 


Recent color photographs, Monmouth 
County Park System. 









Merino Hill (Lawrence-Wright Farm), Upper Freehold 


Large farmsteads with generously sized houses and barns, owned by the same families for gen- 
erations, are the hallmark of Upper Freehold’s historical landscape. Merino Hill, among the 
finest of these historic farms, is associated with the early settlement of Upper Freehold and 
with Samuel Gardiner Wright (1781-1845), a leading figure in New Jersey history as an iron 
furnace owner, merchant, agriculturalist, and Representative to Congress. The house incorpo- 
rates one of the oldest structures in Upper Freehold and the main block is the best example of 
high style Federal architecture in Monmouth County, all the more remarkable given its state of 
preservation. The site’s historic character is enhanced by its preserved farmland setting and 
complement of nineteenth century farm buildings, including an 1832 storehouse of stone con- 
struction pictured here. 


Robert Lawrence built the oldest part of the house about 1735. Sarah Wright, whose grandpar- 
ents purchased the property in 1770, inherited the farm and married her distant cousin Samuel 
Gardiner Wright. Samuel developed the Wright farm into a country estate, which he named 


Merino Hill after importing one of this country’s earliest flocks of Merino sheep, a valuable 
breed from Spain. 


Architectural historian Constance Grieff contended that Samuel Wright modeled his country 
house, “an ambitious stately structure,” after the William Bingham House, the showplace of 
Philadelphia at the time. The three-story brick Federal Style mansion, built in 1810, is notable 
for its imposing scale, gracious stair hall, fanlight with cast iron tracery, and finely crafted 
mantles and woodwork, all of which were extensively documented by the Historical American 
Buildings Survey in 1940. GH 


Meirs, Elizabeth Wright. Merino Hill House and Farm. National Register of Historic Places 
Nomination Form, 1987. 


The Samuel G. Wright House/Merino Hill. Historic American Buildings Survey. HABS-NJ- 





NPS Form 10-900 
(3-82) OMB No. 1024-0018 


Expires 10-31-87 


United States Department of the Interior 


National Park Service For NPS use ni PY 
National Register of Historic Places recovea UEC 29 1987 
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered 


See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type al! entries—complete applicable sections 


1. Name 








historic Merino Hill House and Farm 


andorcommon The Wright Farm 


2. Location 


Allentown-Clarksburg Road (Monmouth County Route 524) 
street & number 1/4 mile east of Cox's Corner intersection w. Rte. 43 NA — not for publication 
































city,town Upper Freehold Township —— Vicinity of 
state New Jersey code 034 county Monmouth code 025 
3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
___— district . —— public —x. occupied __*% agriculture ——. museum 
_X_ building(s) __x private _____ unoccupied _____ commercial __—. park 
__. Structure —__— both —_— work in progress —. educational -X_. private residence 
—____ site Public Acquisition Accessible _.. entertainment —_ religious 
__.. object ___ in process __— yes: restricted ___ government __ scientific 
__— being considered __.. yes: unrestricted —_— industrial — transportation 
NA _—* no —— military —— other: 
4. Owner of Property (cc-owers) 
Richard R. Wright Elizabeth G. Wright Meirs 
name 453 Main Street Merino Hill Farm 
P.O. Box 314 R.D. I, Box 2176, Clarksburg Road 
street & number Crosswicks, New Jersey Allentown, New Jersey 08501 
iso one = one = 
city, town —— Vicinity of state 


5. Location of Legal Description 


courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Monmouth County Hall of Records 





street & number One Court House Square 


city, town Freehold state New Jersey 07728 
NTE RE AT TT EI DL NE EST OTE TE AT RTS SEDI LE IT ETT IIE LLIN TT TEATS DI TIE LILES LAE EINE AEM DLE LITT ELE LLL NE IELTS AE DAE EE IEE OE ERIS, OLED 
6. Representation in Existing SurveyS (continued on page 6-21) 
PARANA LEH AS | SO NEE I TIE NN SOS LEE I TE OCDE LE LL EEE ELT DEEL LAAN L TEE LONE TIAL EG! REDE T TTT LIEI ALAR LEELA EILEEN LOLS DDD L INLD PLL LL NOT IE LILLE AEE DEEL LAL. LGR ENE 


(a) Historic American Buildings 
itle Surv J has this property been determined eligible? __yes _X_no 


date 1938-39 _* federal __ state ___ county ___ local 
Division of Prints and Photographs, Library of Congress, 


depository for survey records Washington SDVC s,s. St ee A 
Note: One entire set of the 71 sheets of HABS drawings is owned by the 


city, town Wrights and is not at Merino Hill. state 











7. Description 








Condition (outbuildings)Check one Check one 

‘____ excellent _*_ deteriorated ___ unaltered _*_ original site 
_% good (House) __ ruins _X_ altered ____moved__ date 
_— fair ____ unexposed 








' Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 


The Merino Hill property is a working farm. Located in an area still 
primarily rural, it comprises nearly 300 acres of gently rolling land-~-a 
relatively large farm for this region. About 165 acres are tillable, the rest 
being woodland or meadow, with two streams and a small pond. Current crops are 
alfalfa, corn, soybeans, and grain; in earlier years, Merino sheep, hogs, dairy 
cattle, grain and potatoes dominated. 


Buildings on the property consist of a dwelling (A, B), an office building 
(C), domestic and farm outbuildings (D, E, F), and two tenant houses (G). There 
is also a cemetery (H), whose adjacent Quaker meetinghouse.no longer exists. 


(A) The dwelling house is well sited on the crest of a low hill. A long drive, 
stone retaining walls, terraces, marble busts, iron pineapples, sycamores and 
boxwood preserve traces of the early 19th century landscaping. The main house 
("Merino Hill"), built in 1810 by Philadelphia merchant Samuel Gardiner Wright, 
is three-story, five-bay brick in Federal style with full Georgian floor plan: 
center hallway with two rooms on either side, on each floor. [For description of 
older wing, see (B) below.] It has a stone masonry foundation, a full cellar, an 
attic, four tall brick chimneys, and a truncated hip roof, originally slate, with 
belvedere deck (its balustrade removed, but preserved in attic). A well is on 
the south side of the house. 


At the center of the south facade, the pattern of the entrance doorway~-with 
double door, sidelights, semi-elliptical fanlight, cast iron tracery, and cast 
brass eagle-- is repeated in Palladian windows on the second and third floors. 
The front porch has a stone masonry foundation, brick deck, decorative iron 
railing and bootscraper, and marble steps. A porch running the entire length of 
the north facade has a stone masonry foundation, wooden deck, and chamfered 
wooden posts. The wooden shutters are solid paneled on the first floor, louvered 
above. At the roofline of the southwest corner, the downspout is decorated with 
a cast iron eagle. 


In the interior of the "mansion house" (as it is called in the 1938 Historic 
American Buildings Survey), the three stories have ceilings 12, 10, and 8 feet 
high. Interior construction is frame with the exception of central brick walls 
running east/west. The stairwell rises the full three stories. Each flight of 
stairs has two landings, carved stringers, and twin mahogany banisters. The 
house has a wealth of related yet varied decorative detail in woodwork and 
hardware. A carved archway which spans the first floor hall is repeated on the 
second floor. Between the two west parlors there is a wide doorway with double 
paneled fanfold doors and architrave. The southwest rooms on the first and 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys (Continued) 


(b) New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory, Monmouth County (1981), #1331-50. 

(c) Historical and Architectural Survey of Upper Freehold Township, #E-11 
(in Appendix A of Natural Resources Inventory Report, Upper Freehold 
Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey, 1974). 
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second floors have each four full-length window embrasures; all other windows are 
inset with deep sills. The eight carved wooden fireplace mantels on the first 
and second floors (six of them bordered in marble) are all different, but show 
recurrent design motifs. On the first and second floors, all four east rooms 
have a pair of closets flanking the fireplace; in the two northwest rooms, there 
is a narrow closet to the left of the mantel. A pass-through closet connects the 
two east rooms on the first floor. There have been chair rails throughout the 
first and second floors, though sections are now lacking. The hardware is 
original--including brass front door knocker ("S.G. Wright"); brass door locks, 
door pulls, fireplace tool brackets, door knobs and window knobs; and iron 
latches, bolts, keys, etc. Three fireplaces have complete cast iron firebacks 
inscribed "Atsion Furnace." Current furnishings include many pieces of furniture 
and accessories which are original or early, plus some which are Victorian or 
contemporary—-reflecting the five generations of continuous occupancy by the 
Wright family. 





The mansion house has undergone surprisingly little change. In the 1890s 
Victorian brackets were added all around the roofline, and both the front and 
rear porches were partially rebuilt, with modified rooflines and--on the 
front--Victorian posts and trim. At the same period, by removal of a partition 
and reversal of a door, a narrow dark east-west corridor connecting the first 
floor hall with the old wing was abolished and the northeast room thereby 
enlarged. It was in 1916 that plumbing and central heating were installed; this 
involved adding a partition across the second floor hall to form a bathroom, and 
a partition at the head of the stairs on the third floor to conserve heat. In 
1926 the house was wired for electricity. About 1940 a first-floor lavatory was 
installed by borrowing space from the pantry. Apart from these minor changes, 
the house has been kept in its original form. 


(B) The smaller, older, wood framed wing, which is attached directly to the east 
wall of the mansion house, has a more complex structural history. Built c. 1735 
as a two-story house with one room per floor plus a cellar, it was expanded c. 
1760-1770+ by adding at the rear two small rooms per floor. (A false ceiling 
between these rooms and the attic floor provided an ample crawl space 
which-~according to the Wright family's oral tradition--later served as a station 
for fugitive slaves on the Underground Railroad.) The documentation for the 1810 
house mentions that, to prepare the site in 1809, an existing dwelling was 
"demolished" and old brickwork and a chimney pulled down. One may surmise that 
this could refer to a larger frame dwelling, otherwise unrecorded, probably 
Georgian in style, standing west of the original Lawrence house and probably 
attached to it, dating from 1770 or soon after; if that be true, its demolition 
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would have been necessary in order to clear the way for S. G. Wright's "mansion 
house." 


When the main house was built in 1810, the remaining frame structure was 
apparently modified to function as a service wing. Still virtually unchanged, it 
has a wide brick hearth, exposed stone hearthback, large beehive oven, massive 
fireplace (with cast iron fireback stamped "S.G. Wright Phila" and cast iron 
crane), a cold storage room, a dry sink, meal bins, and wooden shelves. A 
one-story lean-to at the northeast forms a shed which encloses the cellar 
entrance and the cistern. Access from the old wing into the main house was 
provided at the cellar level and the first floor only, with heavy iron doors at 
both points. The wing has a steeply pitched gable roof, slate-covered; its 
overhanging cornice has Victorian brackets at the eaves. There are paneled 
shutters on the first floor, louvered shutters on the second. At the front 
entrance there is a small brick deck with stone foundation and marble steps; it 
was once sheltered by a wooden porch. For the past 70 years this wing has served 
mainly as a catch-all farm shed. 


(C) Office Building: Traditionally named the "storehouse," this distinctive 
small rectangular structure with 1832 datestone consists of a single room plus a 
low attic and a cellar. It has a fieldstone foundation, coursed brown sandstone 
walls, weatherboard siding at the gable ends, a grain door and hoist. Its narrow 
windows are protected with iron bars, as are the cellar windows. Cast iron 
ornamentation includes a lyre above the doorway. The main door is framed by a 
carved wooden pediment on Doric columns (now deteriorated)--a formal element 
which is said to have come from a Philadelphia townhouse, 


(D, E, F) Old outbuildings, all in their original locations, include the 
following: A five-bent, English plan barn, probably 1815, built into a bank, 
with horse stalls in the cellar; the massive framing of the haymow and many of 
the original floorboards are intact. A cow barn, attached soon after 1900 as an 
ell at the north and east of the horse barn. A wooden wagon shed flanked by corn 
cribs, on fieldstone foundation; its lumber is both hewn and sawed; storage area 
above has grain door and hoist. Another wooden wagon shed, double. A small 
fieldstone smokehouse with brick gable ends. Foundations of icehouse (fieldstone 
pit). Woodhouse. Chickenhouse. (Wooden "necessary" no longer exists.) 
Relatively modern garage and potato house, 60 to 70 years old. 


(G) Two tenant houses. One in a state of collapse; one occupied. It is 
uncertain whether either of these might date, at least in part, as far back as 


oe OFM :10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 


United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 


National Register of Historic Places Merino Hill Farm 
Continuation Sheet Upper Freehold Township 


Monmouth County, NJ 


Section number__’ Page ___4___ 





1813-1814, when S.G, Wright's farm accounts show that two tenant houses were 
built. 


(H) Cemetery and onetime (1816-1967) Quaker meetinghouse: The 1770 deed 
conveying this farm to David Wright mentions "One Acre of Land Whereon the 
Meeting House stands." This site had been in use by Quakers at least as early as 
1740. A handsome brick meetinghouse erected here in 1816 was used for Quaker 
worship services until c. 1920; but after being severely damaged in the 1950 
hurricane, it had to be demolished in 1967. The adjacent cemetery contains about 
123 graves. Some 25 are marked only by rough fieldstones; the others record 
about 20 surnames. The earliest dated stone is from 1826. Among those buried 
here are the builder of Merino Hill, Samuel Gardiner Wright (d. 1845), his wife 
Sarah (d. 1885 at age 99), and a row of their descendants, the most recent being 
Mary Wright LaBar (d. 1970), sister of the present owners. 


On 19th century maps the small cluster of roadside houses near the Meeting 
House was identified as "Wrightsville." The name fell into disuse but reappeared 
on modern maps as the (erroneous) label for the Cox's Corner intersection, which 
is actually a short distance to the west along the same road. Recently, to our 
surprise, Wrightsville-which no longer exists as an entity--has been resurrected 
on the large signs for Exit 11 of Interstate 195. 











8. Significance 








Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below See 

___. prehistoric ___.. archeology-prehistoric ._._ community planning _%._. landscape architecture ___ religion 

_. 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic _.._ conservation __. law ___ science 

—___ 1500-1599 _% agriculture ___. economics __... literature __— sculpture 

__. 1600-1699 _ =~ architecture ___.. education ___—. military ___. social/ 

—_-&. 1700-1799 ___art _—. engineering _—_— music humanitarian 

_* 1800-1899 commerce ._X_ euptonatidit/settlement ___ philosophy _.___ theater 

_* 1900- ___- communications ._. industry _—. politics/government ___ transportation 
._._ invention ___ other (specify) 

Specific dates See page 8-6 Builder/Architect See page 8-6 


Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 


Samuel Gardiner Wright, prominent businessman, farmer, sheep breeder, and 
state and federal legislator, created Merino Hill Farm in 1809. His 1810 
Federal-style mansion house and accompanying formal landscape architecture remain 
essentially intact owing in part to 140 years of Wright family ownership. The 
1735 wing of the house, also well-preserved, is today one of the oldest extant 
structures in Upper Freehold Township. 


Agriculture: Merino Hill Farm is a fine agricultural property, in active 
cultivation for at least 250 years--a pericd which spans profound changes in New 
Jersey farming. Its distinctive character is traceable to Samuel Gardiner Wright 
(1781-1845), a Philadelphia merchant and Jersey iron furnace owner who in 1809 
began to develop the property as his country estate. He named the place "Merino 
Hill" directly after building the main brick house in 1810 and establishing in 
the same year a flock of purebred Spanish Merino sheep, purchased "in Company 
with Mr. Dupont of Wilmington & others," and "esteemed to be of the first 
quality." His detailed journal of the progress of this flock continued to 1822. 
His sheep numbered about 200 in 1821; he sold about half in 1822, and at his 
death in 1845 the flock numbered 40. Besides breeding sheep, selling lambs and 
wool, and producing apples for distillation into whiskey, S.G. Wright's 
agricultural activities included typical crops and livestock to support a rural 
community of 15 to 20 people. In 1818, in a list of his diverse real estate 
holdings, he valued "Merino Hill Farm" at $25,000. 


The farm has been continuously owned, occupied, and operated by S.G. 
Wright's descendants (excepting only the rental of cropland to a nearby farmer 
during the past 30 years). The farm has reflected the changing rhythms and 
‘practices of basic agriculture in central New Jersey. In 1910, for example; 
workhorses, a dairy herd, chickens, potatoes, corn, and grain were the main 
features. By 1925, the cows had been sold, and seasonal migrant laborers were 
beginning to replace local farmhands. Electrification, mechanization, and better 
roads brought great changes. Today, large complex machines speedily work the 
fields, producing mainly alfalfa, soybeans, and corn. Timber is occasionally 
sold from the woodlands. 


Meanwhile, however, the layout of the land, and the old farm buildings, have 
remained virtually unchanged. The farm stands as a significant example of the 
importance and continuity of 250 years of agriculture in New Jersey. Today it 
illustrates yet another phase in that history: Many of its long-unused farm 
machines and tools now come alive again at the Longstreet Historical Farm in 
Holmdel, New Jersey. Further, being threatened by encroaching "development," 
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10. Geographical Data 





Acreage of nominated property Se ATE lots 

Quadrangle name _Allentown & Roosevelt, NJ Quadrangle scale _ 1: 24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 118 541740 4448920 


Upper Freehold Township tax map, Block 14, Lots 4 and 7.2. Frontage extends along north side 
of County Route 524. 
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11. Form Prepared By 


namettitle Elizabeth G. Wright Meirs (Mrs. William R. Meirs, Jr.), Co-Owner 





February 1987 (supplementing and 


organization date replacing Sept. 1986 form) 





Merino Hill Farm 
street & number R.D. 1, Box 2176, Clarksburg Road telephone 609/259-2462 











city or town Allentown state New Jersey 08501 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 


The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 





____ national _* state =. focal 


As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89— 
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 


according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service, 
Depot . : 
State Historic Preservation Officer signatu Ly 5 oe 


tite Assistant Commissioner for Natural Resources date 12/03/87 









Attest: date 





Chief of Registration 


GPO 911-399 
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Merino Hill Farm is enrolled in the State's new Farmland Preservation Program and 
is under consideration for a permanent agricultural easement. 


Architecture: Architecturally, the dwelling combines two important units: 
one of the earliest structures now standing in Upper Freehold Township, plus a 
distinguished example of large-scale Federal domestic architecture. Both 
sections of the house, and likewise the entire homestead area, retain an 
unusually high degree of integrity, which is enhanced by the spacious setting 
surrounded by open fields. 


A striking fact about Merino Hill is the extraordinary completeness of its 
documentation. The building of the "mansion house" is documented by two of the 
manuscript account books in the large Samuel G. Wright Collection, now on deposit 
at the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library in Wilmington, Delaware. These farm 
account books, of several hundred pages each, begin early in 1809 and span the 
entire period of construction and farm development through 1811. Their 
meticulous detail gives a clear view of the building phases, the relationship of 
trades, and the problems of materials supply and workers' food and housing 
necessary to complete such a major project in a rural area at that date. 


Despite their completeness, these records unfortunately give no direct clue 
to the identity of the architect or master builder of Merino Hill. Indeed, they 
strongly suggest the conclusion that there was none; that, rather, it was Samuel 
G. Wright himself who conceived the project and closely supervised its 
construction throughout; and that in its initial phases he worked in consort with 
master mason Ephraim Robbins and master carpenter Joseph Forsithe, both of whom 
probably managed crews for S.G.W. at his ironworks before coming to this site. 


Such an interpretation of the written records is reinforced by physical 
features of the main house itself. While conceived on an imposing scale for its 
place and time, and constructed in a handsome and workmanlike manner, it 
nevertheless betrays a certain lack of consistency between the basic brickwork 
and framing, on the one hand, and the execution of finish details, on the other. 
(The stairway bisects a window in the main hall; some joinery beside chimney 
stacks is awkward; rough brickwork shows behind a lunette window, etc.) 
Presumably a professional architect would have coordinated the exterior and 
interior planning overall, so as to preclude such misfits. Further, although 
standard pattern books of the period were certainly used in designing Merino 
Hill, some of its decorative and finish detail shows a degree of individuality 
which makes professional planning and oversight seem unlikely. In short, the 
evidence--written, structural, and conjectural--seems to converge upon the 
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conclusion that the "architect" of Merino Hill was Samuel G. Wright himself. He 
produced--by age 30!--an ambitious, stately structure whose touches of 
awkwardness and individuality make the house all the more interesting. 


Domestic Landscape Architecture: His plan included not only the house 
itself and its necessary outbuildings, but also a venture in rather formal 
domestic landscaping. In 1811, to improve the already attractive site, he added 
stone retaining walls, and a series of three terraces leading down from the front 
porch. Soon the raised earth mound at the foot of the terraces was encircled 
with boxwood (unfortunately decimated about 1900); six marble busts, allegedly 
bartered for Merino sheep, were put in place; gateposts were topped with iron 
pineapples; sycamore trees--of which six still survive--were planted near the 
house. Traces of this landscaping still remain, as shown in the accompanying 
site map and photographs. Details of the original shrubs and flowers are 
unknown, though existing lilacs, rose of sharon, and trumpet creeper probably 
date from the early years. 


Local History: Samuel G. Wright was a man of great energy and wide-ranging 
activities--Philadelphia merchant, sheep breeder, gentleman farmer, owner of iron 
furnaces in New Jersey and Delaware, investor in land, trader along the 
Mississippi, member of the legislature of the State of New Jersey, and 
member-elect of the 29th United States Congress (though he died before the 
session began). The above-mentioned Collection at the Eleutherian Mills 
Historical Library includes some of S.G.W.'s business correspondence, about 30 
large journals containing early financial records of his furnaces and his country 
estate, and some papers dating from the following generation. The Director of 
the Library considers these materials to be significant primary sources for study 
of the economic and industrial history of the Delaware Valley. 


Considered historically from its colonial beginnings, the site now under 
review has significant connections with the early settlement of the area and with 
the prominent Lawrence family. The land, originally part of the large Richard 
Salter tract, was owned by the Lawrence family from 1708 to 1759. Boundaries of 
the farm are still essentially the same as in the 1770 deed from William Clarke 
to David Wright (d. 1791). After the Revolution it had strong links with Quaker 
life, eventually serving as a station on the Underground Railroad (as attested by 
oral tradition plus structural evidence). Most notable in many respects was the 
period of Samuel G. Wright influence, sketched above. His wealth did not long 
outlast him, but his descendants have kept the house and farm virtually intact 
for 140 years, often through difficult times (see attached list of property 
owners). These farmers and homemakers, in preserving Merino Hill, also 
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maintained the Wright family's reputation for fair dealing and helpfulness in 
local affairs. Gardiner Harrison Wright, a son of Samuel G., managed ironworks 
in Delaware and became a bank president and political figure there; his grandson 
Rowland Paynter was a physician in Georgetown, Delaware (where the Wright line 
has since died out). In the 20th century the family's high regard for education 
is shown in 17 Wrights holding college degrees. Five, including two women, went 
on to earn the Ph.D.; of these five, all served as college professors and two as 
college presidents: Walter Livingston Wright, Sr. (1872-1944), president of 
Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, and Walter Livingston Wright, Jr. (1900-1949), 
president of Robert College, Istanbul. Today the Wrights are not numerous and 
have only modest resources, but they firmly intend to keep Merino Hill within the 
family for at least another generation. 
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Property Ownership 


From 1791; David's son Robert Wright (d.1819) 
From 1819: Robert's daughter Sarah (1786-1885), who in 1805 had married 
her distant cousin Samuel Gardiner Wright (1781-1845) 
1856: Their son Harrison Gardiner Wright (d. 1885) 
1885: His son Walter Livingston Wright (d. 1908) 
1908: His son and daughter, Harry Hall Wright and Bessie Gaskill Wright 
1919: Harry Hall Wright only (1881-1956) 
1956: His widow Mary Ridgway Wright (1885-1975) 
1975: Their son and daughter, Richard Ridgway Wright (1913- ) and 


Elizabeth Gaskill Wright (1917- ) -- who in 1975 married 
William R. Meirs Jr., former owner of the pre-Revolutionary 
Meirs farm in Cream Ridge, New Jersey, known as "Twin Brooks" 





ae Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 


United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 


National Register of Historic Places Merino Hill Farm 
Continuation Sheet Upper Freehold Township 


Monmouth County, NJ 


Section number Page __© __ 





Specific dates: 


c. 1735 - Original frame dwelling - Owner/builder, Robert Lawrence 

c. 1760-1770+ -— Rear extension to same - Owner/builder, William Clarke (?) - or, 
more probably, Owner/builder David Wright, in conjunction 
with adding a presumed frame dwelling adjacent until 1809 
demolition 

1810 - Brick mansion house -— Owner/builder, Samuel Gardiner Wright, with 

master mason Ephraim Robbins and master carpenter Joseph Forsithe 
- No professional architect or master builder 

1813-1815 - Two tenant houses, outbuildings, rebuilding of barn complex - S.G.W. 

1816 — Quaker meetinghouse - Architect unknown 

1832 - Stone office/storehouse - Owner/builder, Samuel Gardiner Wright 

More recent outbuildings as indicated in #7, by the Wrights then owning the farm 
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MEMORANDUM 
August 3, 1987 
TO: State Review Board and ONJH Staff 
FROM: Connie Greiff 


SUBJECT: Merino Hill 


Because this is such a significant property, its National Register form 
should reflect fully its place in American architectural history. For this 
reason, I would like to propose that on pages 7 and 8 the Statement of 
Significance for the architectural portion be rewritten as _ follows. 
Beginning with the first full paragraph on the bottom of page 7: 


Despite their completeness, these records unfortunately give no direct 
clue to the identity of the architect of Merino Hill. Samuel G. Wright may 
have served as architect and construction supervisor, as numerous gentlemen 
amateurs did in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Whoever may have 
produced drawings for Merino Hill, it is clear that it depended on a 
Philadelphia prototype, the William Bingham House. The Bingham House, 
designed by an unidentified London architect and built in 1787, became the 
showplace of late 18th and early 19th century Philadelphia. After Bingham's 
bankruptcy, it was converted to a hotel called the Mansion House in 18. Its 
facade served not only as the source for the design of Merino Hill, but also 
as inspiration to two important gentlemen amateur/professional architects. 
Charles Bulfinch used it for the First Harrison Gray Otis House (1797) on 
Cambridge Street in Boston, now the headquarters of the Society for the 
Preservation of New England Antiquities. Gabriel Manigualt adapted it for 
the Joseph Manigault House (c. 1802) in Charleston, South Carolina. 


By the time Samuel G. Wright used the Bingham House design for Merino 
Hill it was somewhat old-fashioned. Had he turned for a design to one of 
Latrobe's pupils then practicing in Philadelphia, Robert Mills or William 
Strickland, the result would probably have been a house in the style of the 
early Greek Revivial, rather than the Federal style introduced _ to 
Philadelphia a quarter of a century earlier. Thus it seems likely that 
Wright chose the Bingham House as a model himself, and then proceeded to 
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oversee its execution by master mason Ephriam® Robbins and master carpenter 
Joseph Forsithe, both of whom probably managed crews at his ironworks before 
coming to this site. 


Such an interpretation is reinforced by physical features of the main 
block of the house. Although conceived on an imposing scale, and 
constructed in a handsome and workmanlike manner, it nevertheless betrays a 
certain lack of consistency between the design of the exterior and the 
planning and execution of interior finish details. (The stairway bisects a 
window in the main hall; some joinery beside chimney stacks is awkward; 
rough brickwork shows behind a lunette window, etc.) Presumably a 
professional architect would have coordinated the exterior and interior 
planning, so as to preclude such anomalies. Whether the interior of the 
Bingham House was also used as a precedent for the interior finishes of 
Merino Hill is not known, since no depictions of the interior of the 
Philadelphia House have been found. Pattern books may have been utilized, 
but some of the decorative detail at Merino Hill shows a degree of 
individuality that differentiates it from standard work of the period. 
Samuel G. Wright had produced -- at the age of 30 -- an ambitious stately 
structure, related to other important American houses, but with touches of 
awkwardness and individuality that make it unique. 
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#1 of @833 
MERINO HELL FARM, ‘Route 524, Upper 
Freehold Iwp., Monmouth Gounty, New Jersey 
Photographer: Rodney Meirs 
Date: March 29, 1986 
Negative located at Merino Hill 
HOUSE AND. HOMESTEAD AREA, looking north . 
across front field 





#2 of 33 
MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp.,' Monmouth ‘County, New Jersey 
Photographer: Rodney Meirs 
Date: March 29, 1986 
Negative located at Merino Hill 


FARMLAND. Looking northwest. House is at 
approximate center of picture, hidden by 
trees. 








#3 of $233 

MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp.» Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at Merino, Hi11 


DRIVEWAY APPROACH TO HOUSE. Looking 
west-northwest. 





4 of M33 

MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘up. ,‘ Monmouth ‘County, New Jersey ' 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Hegative located at Merino Hill . 

MAIN (SOUTH) FACADE ENTIRE. Looking north. 





#5 of 33 

MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

' Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at ‘Merino Hill 

ENTRANCE DOORWAY AND FRONT PORCH. 
Looking north. 








#6 of G33 
| MBRING HILL FAR, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 
Photographer: Rodney Meirs 
Date: March 29, 1986 
Negative located at Merino Hill 


VIEW FROM FRONT PORCH, across lawn and 
fields. Looking south-southeast. 





#7 of @ 33 

MERINO BILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Iwp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Dates: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at Merino Hill 

MARBLE BUST OF GODDESS DIANA. Looking 
northwest. 





#8 of 33 : 

MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at. Merino Hill 








#9 of #293 

MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at Merino Hill 


SMOKEHOUSE. Looking north. 





#10 of #233 

MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Iwp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at Merino Hill 


NORTH FACADE ENTIRE. Looking south. Stone 
foundations of icehouse at left. 








#11 of 8233 


MERINO BILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at Merino Hill 


FARM OFFICE / STOREHOUSE. Looking east 
down driveway hill. 





#12 of $233 

MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney Meirs 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Negative located at Merino Hill 

MAIN BARN (at left), STOREHOUSE (at right). 
Looking east. 
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#13.0f 4833 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: Rodney 

Date: March 29, 1986 

Wegative located at Merino Hill 


QUAKER CEMETERY, Looking northeast. 





#14 of #8 33 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: September 15, 1986 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crogswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

‘INTERIOR, 1610 HOUSE: MAIN PARLOR, locking 
north through fanfold doors. 





#15 of a@ 33 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Frechold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: September 15, 1986 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 1810 HOUSE: FIRST FLOOR HALL, 
northern end. 





#16 of @& 33 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: September 15, 1986 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 68515 

INTERIOR, 1810 HOUSE: FIRST FLOOR HALL, 
northern end, detail, 





#17 of @ 33 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 


INTERIOR, 1810 HOUSE: STAIRWELL. Locking 
directly upward from first floor. 





#18 of #2 33 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper. Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 


INTERIOR, 1810 HOUSE: SECOND FLOOR HALL, 
east wall. 





#19 of a8 33 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: September 15, 1986 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
Yew Jersey 08515 


INTERIOR, 1810 HOUSE: MASTER BEDROOM, 
west wall. 





#20 ef 9233 


MERINO KILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 


Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: September 15, 1986 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 


INTERIOR, 1810 HOUSE: MASTER BEDROOM, 
fireplace detail. 








#21 of 42:33 


MERINO HILL FARM,: Route 524, Upper Freehold 
Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 


Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: September 15, 1986 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 1810 HOUSE: BEDROOM (northwest), 
west wall. 





#22 of #¢ 33 


MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, Upper Freehold 
‘Twp., Monmouth County, New Jersey 


Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: September 15, 1986 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 1810 ROUSE: SEGOND FLOOR HALL, 
looking north, 











#23 of 33 - MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, N.J. 


Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1987 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 18c WING, First floor. Main room, 


looking east. Shelves, dry sink, 
bricked-in oven, fireplace. 











#24 of 33 - MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
. Upper Freehold Iwp., Monmouth County, N.J. 
Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 
Date: January 12, 1987 ‘ 
Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 
INTERIOR, 1éc WING, First floor. Main room, 
looking southeast. Fireplace; window, 
Dutch door. 





#25 of 33 - MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, N.J. 
Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 


Date: January 12, 1987 
Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 


New Jersey 08515 
INTERIOR, 18c WING, First floor. Main room, 


looking north. Doorway at left into 1810 
house. Stair; door to coldroom; door to 


shed; shelves. 





#26 of 33 - MERINO BILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, N.J. 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1987 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 18c WING, First floor. Main Troon, 
worth wall, looking down into coldroom. 





#27 of 33 - MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, N.J. 


Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1987 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 18c WING. Looking south through a 
shed doorway toward profile of beehive 
oven. 





#28 of 33 - MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold fwp., Monmouth County, N.J. 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1987 : * 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 - 


DNTERIOR, 18c WING. Interior of beehive oven. 








| #29 of 33 — MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, NJ. 
Photographer: C. Meleolm Knowles 
Date: January 12, 1987 
Negative: C, Maleolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 


INTERIOR, 18e WING, Cellar. Arches support- 
ing oven and hearth. 





#30 of 33 ~ MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, W. 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1987 

Negative: C, Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 18c WING, Cellar. Iron firedoor 
at opening into 1810 house. 








#31, of 33 - MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, N.J. 


Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1937 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosswicks, 
New Jersey 08515 


INTERIOR, 18c WING, Second floor. Southwest 
bedroom, looking north. 








#32 of 33 - MERTWO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, NJ. 

Photographer: C. Malcoim Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1987 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosewicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 18c WING. Opening in wall of stairs 
to attic. Traditionally a hiding place for 
fugitive slaves on Underground Railroad. 





#33 of 33 - MERINO HILL FARM, Route 524, 
Upper Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, N.J. 

Photographer: C. Malcolm Knowles 

Date: January 12, 1987 

Negative: C. Malcolm Knowles, Crosewicks, 
New Jersey 08515 

INTERIOR, 18c WING, Attic, looking north- 
east. Beartrap, spinning wheel, etc. 


NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 








INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-64 
HISTORIC NAME: Anthony Woodward House COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: 637 Province Line Road BLOCK/LOT: SON? 
COUNTY: Monmouth 
eee Upper Freehold Township OWNER/ Ashford Estates LLC 
Oren: New Egypt ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: —_c. 1700 {Wing (A)} Source of Date: _—__ Ref. 1, 2, 3; Stylistic 
c. 1800 {Main block (B)} 
Style: Federal (main block) Architect: 
Number of Stories: 2 1/2; 1 1/2 story wing Builder: 
Foundation: Fieldstone 


Form/Plan Type: Rectangle with east wing 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Fieldstone, painted (wing); Fieldstone and 
brick, stuccoed (main block) 


Fenestration: 5 bay main block 
Roof/Chimneys: Gable, hipped roof on wing; 2 interior end chimneys 


Additional Architectural Description: 


The | 1/2 story stone section is the original house, constructed about 1700. It was practically rebuilt during the mid-twentieth 
century, with major changes to the roof, fenestration, and interior arrangement. A large hearth is connected to the east end 
chimney of the house. The main block is a 5 bay Federal farmhouse with a center-hall plan, built of stone on the first story and 
brick above, with a stucco veneer. The house has close eaves; pedimented gable dormers with fluted pilasters and segmental- 
head windows; and 6/6 sash windows with plain surrounds (4/4 sash in gable ends and on wing). Entry has a semicircular 
fanlight, narrow half-length sidelights, and a paneled door. First and second story windows on the west wall (2 bays) have been 
removed (interior enframements still evident). Twentieth century chimney replacements and concrete stoop. Notable interior 
includes Federal moldings, wide pine floors, and Bonaparte mantel in west parlor (provenance not authenticated). Major 
restoration of entire house occured in the 1940s; ongoing restoration work by the current owners. 

2008 Update: House was demolished in 2008 and a new residence in a similar style is being built in its place. 








PHOTO Negative File No. MAP (Indicate North) 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


The farmstead includes four buildings arranged in an open courtyard plan. The house faces south onto a small 
circular driveway; to the east is a nineteenth century gable roof barn sided with vertical boards (see photo). 
Opposite the house (to the south) are a gambrel roof livestock barn and a small shed, both twentieth century. 
The farmstead is set back about 1500 feet from the road, and is approached by a tree-lined driveway. The 11.94 
acre house lot and surrounding 197.17 acre parcel (lot 11.01) are both part of the extensive commercial nursery 
lands owned by Princeton Nurseries in Upper Freehold. 


























SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space |x Woodland |* Residential |* Agricultural [* Village 














































































































Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 














SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 


At the time of the original survey, the Anthony Woodward House combined a rare local example of early eighteenth century 
stone vernacular construction with a notable early example of the Federal Style in Monmouth County. The Coward- 
Hendrickson House (#1351-71) is now the only early eighteenth century stone dwelling remaining in Upper Freehold. 


The site was additionally significant at the time of the original survey for its association with the early settlement of Upper 
Freehold. This is the original homestead of Anthony Woodward, a Quaker from England who purchased 2500 acres in 1698 
from William Dockwra of London; the tract was described as bounded west by the province line of East and West New 
Jersey (now the county line) and on all other sides by Crosswicks Creek. According to Stillwell (Ref. 3), Anthony 
Woodward was born in Ashford, Derbyshire, in 1657, came to Long Island after 1682, and then moved to Burlington 
County. In 1686 he married Hannah Foulkes at Chesterfield Friends Meeting. He is believed to have moved to Upper 
Freehold about the time of his land purchase in 1698, and to have constructed the early stone section of this house a few 
years later. Anthony and Hannah had 6 sons and 5 daughters; several of these, and their descendants, settled on parts of the 
original plantation. (See also #'s 1351-10, 1351-19, 1351-27, 1351-37; and 1351-65). Anthony Woodward "was prominent in 
Chesterfield Meeting, held several township offices; was a member of the General Assembly of East N.J. during the 
administration of Lord Cornbury," (Ref. 3). He died in 1730, leaving this property to his wife, who died thirty years later. 
Research so far has not established which Woodward became the subsequent owner of the "paternal homestead" (after 1760) 
or which Woodward built the Federal addition to the house (about 1800). The property supposedly remained in the 
Woodward family until the twentieth century, although the 1851 Lightfoot map and the 1850 federal census show John Cox 
as the owner at the time. B. Woodward is the owner on the 1873 and 1889 atlases. The house was in bad disrepair when 
Charles and Anne Mifflin bought it in 1940; they restored the house during the 1940s and 1950s. 































































































ORIGINAL USE: Residence/Farm PRESENT USE: Demolished 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: © Excellent Good Fair Poor 

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes Possible No Part of District 

THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat Other 




















COMMENTS: The house was demolished in late 2007 or early 2008 and the current owners are building a new house on 
the site of the original one. If it hadn't been demolished the site would have been eligible for the NRHP. 





REFERENCES: 


1. "Anthony Woodward House," New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory. 

2. Property Deed, William Dockwra of London to Anthony Woodward, 7 February 1698. Book G, Page 29, East New 
Jersey Records. 

3. J.E. Stillwell, Historical and Genealogical Miscellany (1932), vol 5, p. 417. 

4. New Jersey Wills, Book 3, Page 70 (Anthony Woodward, proved 1730). 

5. Mrs. Heidi Hesslein (owner) to Gail Hunton and James McCabe. 

6. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 

7. Beers Atlas, 1873. 

8. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 





RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton; Meghan Bezio (2008) DATE: April 1982; June 2008 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 


NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM 


HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1351-65 








HISTORIC NAME: Thomas Woodward House COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: 555 Province Line Road BLOCK/LOT: 50/7 

COUNTY: Monmouth 
MUNICIPALITY: Upper Freehold Township OWNER/ Alesandeetetenchéck 
USGS QUAD: New Egpyt ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 


Construction Date: 


Style: 


Number of Stories: 


Foundation: 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Brick (Flemish bond); beaded clapboard 


Fenestration: 


Roof/Chimneys: 


1733; c. 1780 
Georgian 


2 1/2; 1 story wing 


Uncoursed fieldstone 


5 bays (south facade) by 2 bays 


Source of Date: 


Architect: 


Builder: 


Form/Plan Type: 


Gable; | internal ridge chimney, | interior end chimney 


Additional Architectural Description: 


Ref. 1 


Rectangle with east wing 





The earliest remaining section of this house (A on plan above) dates from 1733, as shown on the stone inset in the upper right 
hand corner, which is inscribed "W T + I 1733". It is constructed of brick, is 2 stories high, and 2 bays wide. The fenestration 
on the south facade was later modified, as indicated by the brickwork. Section B, built about 1780, has a two-third Georgian 
plan and is sided with beaded clapboard. An addition (C) made to the north side of section A expanded the house to a 5 bay 
rectangular form. The | story brick wing (D) was built after 1940. Windows are 6/6 sash with paneled shutters on the first story 
and louvered shutters above. The 6-panel door has a simple enframement and a 4-light transom. The 3 bay porch is nineteenth 


century. 


See also HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY (NJ-202, 1940). 





2008 Update: All shutters but one on section A have been removed. 





PHOTO Negative File No. 15-20, 21, 22, 23 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


Faces south on a 143.24 acre parcel, 140.24 acres of which are zoned as a qualified farm. A small wooden shed 
is the only remaining outbuilding. 















































































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space |x Woodland |* Residential |* Agricultural [* Village 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 





SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 

The Thomas Woodward House is a good local example of an eighteenth century farmhouse comprised of an early 
2 bay brick dwelling and a 3 bay side-hall Georgian addition. The expansion from a 2 bay to a 5 bay rectangular 
house form with a Georgian facade arrangement is a common evolutionary pattern in eighteenth century 
Monmouth County dwellings. However, the use of brick on the 1733 section is exceptionally early for the area. 
Aside from a few stone structures (as on the neighboring Anthony Woodward House, #1351-64, and the Coward- 
Hendrickson House, #1351-71), surviving pre-1750 buildings in Upper Freehold are exclusively wood-frame. 


The site is also significant as one of two eighteenth century Woodward farms remaining in Upper Freehold (see 
also #1351-19). The Historic American Buildings Survey recorded the site in 1940. The attached HABS data 
sheets summarize the property's ownership history. For other surveyed Woodward sites in Upper Freehold, see 
#1351-10, #1351-27, and #1351-37. 































































































ORIGINAL USE: Farmhouse PRESENT USE: Residence 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: — Excellent Good |* Fair Poor 

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [* Possible No Part of District 

THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat * Other 




















COMMENTS: In addition to this site's individual eligibility, it would also be eligible as part of a rural historic district in the 
Walnford vicinity (boundaries to be determined). 





REFERENCES: 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey (NJ-202, 1940). 





RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton; Meghan Bezio (2008) DATE: April 1982; June 2008 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 


